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TIM’S BITS

Well, that’s the first term of 2022 done and 
the summer term is coming up with lots of 
opportunities for outdoor activities, camps 
and fun. 
 
It’s been a busy month. I have attended 
many sections to present Chief Scout’s 
Awards, as well as a couple of Young 
Leader Belts at 11th Caterham. I was 
delighted to attend a Mother’s Day Church 
Parade at 11th Caterham last weekend, the 
first full church parade there since we went 
in to lockdown. The event was well 
attended, and it gave me the ideal 
opportunity to present Alison Clarke and 
Jeanette Butler with their Chief Scout’s 
Commendation for Good Service. Well 

done to both and thanks for all you do for 
11th Caterham.  
 
With the clocks changing and the lighter 
evenings, we were able to re-start another 
long-standing institution, the annual District 
Cub Cross Country. Because of covid 
restrictions, this event was last held in 
March 2019, the 2020 event being one of 
the first casualties of lockdown.  
 
Despite the slightly cooler weather, the 
event was well attended, particularly in the 
under 9½ category, which was won by 
Chaldon Cubs. The over 9½ category was 
won by 1st Warlingham Cubs, who also 
won the overall trophy for the event. Well 



done to all who took part and thanks to 
Andy for continuing to run this event. 
 
Another return to the calendar is the annual 
St George’s Day Parade. I recall the last-
minute service and promise renewal I did 
in April 2020 when I was saddened that my 
last as District Commissioner would be 
online. Who knew that I would still be in that 
role two years later! 
 
All Group Scout Leaders and hopefully all 
section leaders will have had full details of 
the parade and service to be held on 

Sunday 24 April. It will be great to have a 
public show of Scouting in Caterham 
District to demonstrate that we are still 
strong, despite the trials of recent years. 
Please do encourage your young people to 
attend. 
 
In the meantime, I wish you all a Happy 
Easter and look forward to seeing you at 
the St George’s Day Parade. 
 

Tim Evans, District Commissioner  
 

25TH WORLD SCOUT JAMBOREE 
 

I am delighted to announce that two Scouts 
from Caterham District have been selected 
to be part of the Surrey Contingent 
attending the World Scout Jamboree in 
2023. This will be held in South Korea and 
will be the 25th such Jamboree. Anna H of 
4th Caterham and Oscar W of 1st 
Woldingham were lucky enough to be 
selected from a number of applicants to 
represent Caterham District. 
 
In addition we have two young adults 
attending as part of the International 
Service Team, Eleanor Dobson and James 
Allison. Both have been Scouting in 
Caterham since they joined as Beavers. 

Congratulations to all of the above. They 
have a long journey ahead as they 
prepare, especially the two contingent 
members, and a lot of money to raise, so I 
am sure they will be arranging fundraising 
events. We hope to see them at the St 
George’s Day Parade and service as well 
as at other District events in the coming 
months. 
 

Tim Evans, District Commissioner  
 
 
 

 

YOUR  ARE INVITATION  TO: 
Caterham District Scouts  
Annual General Meeting 

27 June 2022 @ 8.00 pm  
Soper Hall, Harestone Valley Road, Caterham  

Refreshments will be served after the meeting – Everyone invited! 
 



CHIEF SCOUT’S GOLD AWARD RECIPIENTS

Well done to Gabriel B (1st Whyteleafe); Daniel H, Benjamin R and Amy W (all from 3rd 
Caterham); and Frances H (5th Caterham). All achieved their Chief Scout’s Gold Award on 
Saturday 12 March 2022. 
 
They were presented with their certificates by Brigadier Dr Roger Hood QVRM TD Deputy 
Lieutenant of Surrey. I was very proud to see all our Scouts receiving their Award. Thanks to 
Esher District for hosting the event at Cobham Free School. 
 

John Swanson, District Scout Leader 
 
 

LEADER’S CANAL WEEKEND 2022

11 leaders left Caterham on Friday 
afternoon with the expectation of an 
excellent weekend ahead of them. The 
weekend as it turned out did not 
disappoint, unless of course you included 
the rugby! 
 
All settled down after having a meal and 
chat on the Friday evening to get 
reacquainted and renew contacts as covid 
had stopped friends getting together. 
Settled down for the evening we plotted our 
course for the following day. to Stoke 
Bruerne.  

 
We set off just after sunrise and during the 
trip met very little traffic, much to our 
surprise as it was a dry and sunny but chilly 
day. We headed forward and encountered 
13 locks and 2 tunnels, where some 
decided to travel over the top. Braunston 
Tunnel is 2,000+ metres long and Blisworth 
3,000+. All parties met up at the end at 
roughly the same time.  
 
Once we’d arrived at Stoke Bruerne we 
turned around, and headed back through 
the tunnel to find a mooring point for the 
evening. We settled down for supper and 
then found a pub that showed the rugby. 
After what turned out to be a long day, we 
returned to bed for some sleep.  
 
The following day we headed back to 
Braunston, again an uneventful day 
arriving back at 4.00pm. We then headed 
home, arriving back about 7.00pm.  
 
Just to let you know that invites will be 
going out in next month’s newsletter for the 
eagerly awaited Cubs, Scout and Explorer 
weekends. I look forward to seeing some 
new faces then. 

 
John Tobin, Canal trip organiser

 
 



ROVERDENE CHALLENGE 2022

Friday came, is it or is it not going to rain? 
Yes, it did, in the afternoon, with the 
heavens opening up and soaking 
everything – “that is going to make the 
ground sodden” I thought! 
 
That evening I parked up to greet the 
Scouts and leaders at the car park and 
book the teams in and hand out their 
instructions. They were then dispatched  
off on the incident hike. There were eight 
Scout teams in total, all with inventive 
names: 
1st Whyteleafe: Akinfenwa and Emo’s 
4th Caterham: People, Cory and Wolfpack 
3rd Caterham: Purple Skittles 
12th Caterham: The ‘P’ Team 
1st Warlingham: Hobbits 
 
Guess what, yes, it was raining! When the 
teams were dispatched they had to work 
out their routes via the grid references and 
compass bearings given to find the 
incidents. There were three incidents for 
the non-campers to complete at 12th 
Caterham’s HQ, the old Welcome Tea 
Rooms (Farthing Downs) car park and then 
finishing at Chaldon Church. The campers 
continued to a further incident at 
Alderstead Heath and then hiked into 
Roverdene Campsite. 
 
This is called the Roverdene Challenge, 
and it certainly was a ‘challenge’. Darkness 
and rain gave the teams a testing time 
finding their way and gathering extra 
weight by collecting sticky mud on their 
boots. The teams finally made it to Chaldon 
Church, with the first team arriving at 
9.13pm and the last team at 9.54pm. They 
were met by their parents, who whisked 
them off to the comforts of home. 
 
The Explorer Scouts joined the Challenge 
once the last team of Scouts had finished 
at the incident that they were running at 
12th Caterham’s HQ. 

Three teams of Scouts and three Explorer 
Scouts reached Roverdene Campsite and 
proceeded to put up their tents. They 
cooked a hot supper, which they had 
carried, and then got into bed for a well-
deserved sleep. Yes, it was still raining! 
 

At last, we made it to Roverdene! 
 
The next morning, wow, no rain! Breakfast 
was cooked by the leaders, then it was 
break camp and home time. 
 

 
 
The event was run as a competition taking 
into account the time taken, how they 
completed the incidents and the kit they 
had carried. 
 
After a lot of discussion, two teams 
eventually came out as the winners. 
 



In the non-campers section, the successful 
team was Wolfpack from 4th Caterham, 
and in the campers section the successful 
team was Hobbits from 1st Warlingham. 
 
Congratulations to both teams, but I would 
say well done to all the Scouts who joined 
in that evening, who were winners battling 
through to complete the Challenge. Thank 
you to the leaders and adults who 
accompanied the Scouts, and a big 

heartfelt thank you to the leaders, adults 
and Explorer Scouts who manned and ran 
the incidents. This Challenge would not 
happen without you. I must not forget John 
Swanson for his great help in getting this 
off the ground. 
 
Maybe next year we will have snow! 
 

Reg Enstone, ADC Scouts 

 
  

 

GROUP REPORTS

4th Caterham 
 

 
 
As part of their International Badge, 4th 
Caterham Beavers explored games from 
different countries, including Pétanque, a 
boules-type game from France. They used 
bean bags (it was safer than boules!) and 
were very competitive, pitting their 
throwing skills against each other. 
 
A couple of weeks later, as part of their 
Global Issues Badge, they learned how to 
make water filters using a variety of 
different materials. There was much 
discussion about the combination and 
properties of the sand, gravel, cotton wool 
and charcoal granules they tried as filters, 
with lots of cheering as the water changed 
from brown to clear.  
 

 
 
They finished the term by making some 
lovely Mother's Day cards and preparing to 
‘Bring a friend to Beavers’ when we return 
next month. 
 

Julie Axford, Beaver Leader



1st Woldingham 
 

1st Woldingham Scout Group’s members 
have been continuing to work on their 
Disability Awareness Badges this month. 
At the end of February, our Beavers, Cubs 
and Scouts gathered at the Diamond 
Centre for Disabled Riders in Carshalton, 
and were lucky enough to be taken on a 
tour of the centre with its unique facilities.  
 

The group met the beautiful horses and 
incredible volunteers who, together, 
provide disabled children and adults with 
regular contact with horses, either through 
riding or driving, and enable disabled riders 
to experience a sense of achievement and 
independence. It was a fascinating 
morning and huge thanks to the Centre for 
hosting us. 
 
At the beginning of March, the Scouts were 
certainly knot-a-frayed to set their hands to 
some knot tying practice with ever more 
impressive results, while the Beavers’ and 
Cubs’ work towards their Disability 
Awareness Badges concluded with a final 
session exploring sight awareness. They 
loved learning about the braille alphabet 
and creating their names in braille out of 
blu-tack. Inclusion is one of our core 
Scouting beliefs and it has been absolutely 
wonderful to see this group of young 
people really engage in learning about 
difference with open hearts and 
acceptance, enquiring into what disability 
means for different people. The magic of 

Scouting is that these invaluable learning 
opportunities are achieved while having 
fun, enjoying hands-on activities and being 
with friends!   
 

 
 
This month we also welcomed some new 
starters to our Group and congratulated 
those Beavers who moved up to Cubs. 
Indeed, after the investitures and moving-
up ceremonies, there seemed no better 
way to foster the felt sense of team spirit 
then to roll up our sleeves, dig in our heels 
and take up the rope for a good few 
hilarious games of tug of war! Puuulll! 
 
Last, but certainly not least, 1st 
Woldingham Scouts has some fabulous 
news. Our very own Oscar W has been 
selected to join the UK Contingent going to 
the World Scout Jamboree in South Korea 
in 2023! He will represent 1st Woldingham 
Scouts and our entire District, and we shall 
be endeavouring to do all we can to 
support and prepare him for this incredibly 
exciting adventure. Congratulations Oscar, 
we are extremely proud of you! 
 

Clare Powdrill



MINIBUS HIRE
 





 

DISTRICT DIARY 2022 
 
If there are any events you would like more details of, please speak to Tim Evans or for Young 
leader training – Pam Marshall-Jones 
 
April 
2nd Young Leaders First Aid 

Masterclass (9.00am-3.15pm) 
 First Response Course (Modules 

10A and 10B) 
14th-18th District Scouts New Forest Camp 
19th St George’s Day rehearsal, URC 
 GSLs meeting, 8.00pm (URC) 
24th St George’s Day Parade 
 

May 
13th-15th District Cub Camp 
21st Surrey County Beavers ‘Bazzaz’ 
 

June 
10th-12th District Scouts Bushcraft camp at 

Roverdene 
11-12th Beavers Go Wild (1st weekend) 
13th GSLs meeting, 8.00pm (Venue 

TBC) 
27th Caterham District Scouts AGM, 

8.00pm (Soper Hall) 
 
July 
1st-3rd Surrey County Scouts 

‘Scoutabout’ 
 

September 
11th Young leader modules I & J What 

did they Say? & Communicate it 
(1.00-4.45pm) 

17th Young Leaders First Aid 
Masterclass (9.00am-3.15pm) 

 First Response Course (Modules 
10A and 10B) 

 

October 
30th Young leader modules G & H 

What is a Quality Programme? & 
Programme Planning (1.00-
5.00pm) 

 

November 
6th Young leader modules A & B 

Prepare for Take–off (Essentials 
and Expectations) & Taking the 
Lead (1.00-5.00pm) 

12th Young Leaders First Aid 
Masterclass (9.00am-3.15pm) 
First Response Course (Modules 
10A and 10B) 

 
December 
4th Young leader modules C & E 

That’s the Way to Do It & Game 
On (1.00-4.45pm) 

 

NEWSLETTER – MAY 2022 EDITION DEADLINE 
 

Please submit your articles for the May edition to Susan Dobson at  
Editor@Caterham-Scouts.org.uk by Wednesday 20 April.  
 
District Commissioner District Secretary 
Tim Evans Gwen Hoare 
E-mail: DC@Caterham-Scouts.org.uk   E-mail: Secretary@Caterham-Scouts.org.uk 
Tel: 01883 340680, 07956 801008 Tel: 01883 342868 
  
Newsletter Editor Local Training Administrator 
Susan Dobson Pam Marshall-Jones 
E-mail: Editor@Caterham-Scouts.org.uk E-mail: Training@Caterham-Scouts.org.uk 


