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FUN AT BAZZAZ!  SEE PAGE 7 
 

 

TIM’S BITS

Over the past few months I have said I will 
soon be ending my time as District 
Commissioner, and with the 
announcement that Penny Stock has been 
appointed to take on that role from 1 
August, I can now say with certainty that I 
will end my time as District Commissioner 
for Caterham District on 31 July, so not 
many more ‘Tim’s Bits’ to come. I would 
like to take this opportunity to congratulate 
Penny on her appointment, and I look 
forward to the coming years under her 
guidance. 
 
May has flown by and the extra-long bank 
holidays are here, leaving just half a term 
left before the summer break, and of 
course, summer camps. The month 
started, or to be accurate last month 

ended, with another Squirrel Drey opening 
in Caterham District. This one is based at 
11th Caterham and already has a long 
joining list. I was able to attend its first 
meeting and it was lovely to see so many 
new children joining Scouting. 
 
A highlight of the month, certainly for the 
Cub section, was the long overdue 2020 
District Cub Camp, fractionally over two 
years later than originally planned! More on 
that elsewhere in this newsletter. 
 
During my last two months as District 
Commissioner I will be joining as many 
AGMs and Group events as I am able to. I 
look forward to catching up with many of 
you.  

Tim Evans, District Commissioner 



DISTRICT NEWS 
 

New District Commissioner! 
 
For the last couple of years, Tim has been 
telling us that we are due a new District 
Commissioner, and I am very pleased to 
announce that our new District 
Commissioner will be Penny Stock. Many 
congratulations, Penny! 
 
Penny obviously knows the District well, 
and has worked closely with Tim over the 
years, so I am sure we will all be reassured 
by the continuation and enjoy the new 
ideas that she will have. The role is not an 

easy one, and I know we will all support 
and help her as she settles in. 
 
At the same time, I would like to thank Tim 
for his leadership over the past 10+ years, 
during which the District has flourished. I 
don't know how he has managed to juggle 
all his various roles, but he always seemed 
to have time to listen and help if he could.  
Thank you, Tim.  
 
The date for the formal handover will be the 
1 August 2022.  

 
Peter Lovat, District Chairman 

COMPETITION TIME!
 

Jubilee poetry competition 
 
Caterham Festival is holding a Jubilee 
poetry competition. You can create poems 
of any length and any style, as long as they 
are inspired by the Queen and/or the 
Platinum Jubilee. 
 
Entries to be submitted to Beth Wood 
(bethwood@prosperotheatre.com) by 
Wednesday 8 June. Please include your 
name, address, age if under 25 and 
contact email. For under 16s please 
include the name of a parent/guardian. 

Age ranges: 
 Under 12 
 12-18 
 18-25 
 Over 25 

 
Entry is free and there will be a prize for the 
winner in each age group. 
 
Selected poems will also be performed in 
Caterham on Sunday 3 July.  

 
Andy Parr

 
 

YOUR INVITATION  TO: 
Caterham District Scouts  
Annual General Meeting 

27 June 2022 @ 8.00 pm  
Soper Hall, Harestone Valley Road, Caterham  

Refreshments will be served after the meeting – Everyone invited! 
 



DISTRICT CUB CAMP

Over the weekend of 13-15 May a total of 
97 Cub Scouts from eight Groups 
descended on Blackland Farm campsite 
for the long delayed 2020 District Cub 
Camp. Over the weekend we enjoyed a 
variety of weather, with Saturday being so 
hot that there were concerns about heat 
exhaustion, then on Sunday it was so wet 
that we were wondering if we needed to 
build rafts! 
 
The theme of the camp was ‘medieval’ and 
Saturday afternoon’s activities reflected 
this with a variety of activities, crafts and 
games. The morning’s activities were more 
traditional, with a rotation of onsite 
activities including climbing, archery, 
shooting, tunnels, low ropes course and 
the stretch and peg challenge. This year for 
the first time we ran a competition for 
stretch and peg, although with the extreme 
weather difference between Saturday and 
Sunday this was divided into two separate 
competitions, one per day. 
 

 

 
 
At the end of the camp we gave out a camp 
badge, which was designed by now ex-
Cub Flynn G of 12th Caterham. As Flynn 
designed the badge back in January 2020, 
he is now a Scout so wasn’t able to come 
on the camp! I visited 12th Caterham 
Scouts to present Flynn with a framed 
certificate of his original drawing and the 
badge, as well as an Amazon voucher. 
This is the second consecutive District Cub 
Camp where the badge design winner was 
from 12th Caterham. Let’s see if they can 
make it three in a row for our next camp, 
already booked for 17-19 May 2024!  

 
Tim Evans, District Commissioner 

 

 
 

 
 



GROUP REPORTS

1st Woldingham 
 
1st Woldingham Scout Group’s members 
have enjoyed yet another month of fun, 
fresh air and adventures. On Easter 
Sunday, and with compasses and OS 
maps at the ready, our young people set off 
along the bridleways and footpaths of 
Woldingham to complete our annual 
Easter egg trail, ultimately in search of the 
trove of eggs kindly gifted by the Easter 
Bunny! Successful navigation is a 
fundamental skill required for safe and 
exciting adventures and this was a great 
opportunity to practise! Who needs GPS?! 
 

 
Towards the end of April our Group 
returned once again to the mighty 
Harrison’s Rocks for a day of climbing and 
bouldering. It is always a pleasure to see 
our young people conquer this lofty 
sandstone crag with such tremendous 
courage, determination and perseverance. 
Some members were new to climbing and 
scrambling while others had returned to 
challenge themselves with more difficult 
climbs. Well done everyone for rising to the 
challenge and reaching new heights! 
 
On Sunday 24 April 1st Woldingham Scouts 
had the important role of leading the 
District St George’s Day Parade. Blessed 

with glorious weather and looking traffic-
stoppingly smart, if we do say so ourselves, 
we were incredibly proud to be able to 
march along the streets of Caterham with 
our fellow District Scout Groups. Thank 
you to our flag bearers and everyone else 
who paraded alongside in support.   
 

 
At the end of April our Beavers, Cubs and 
Scouts worked towards their Community 
Impact badges and supported the 
Woldingham Parish Council with the village 
community litter pick. With litter picker 
pincers and rubbish bags in hand, family 
groups set off along various routes around 
the village and returned with an enormous 
amount of rubbish! Well done and thank 
you to everyone for working so hard!  
 
Last, but most definitely not least, we send 
huge congratulations to two of our Scouts, 
Alice S and Jack A, who were selected as 
joint equal winners of the annual RF May 
Adventure Award. This award is kindly 
sponsored by a local resident, Paul May, 
and is in remembrance of Paul’s father, 
Reginald Francis May, a very keen and 
accomplished Scout who in 1950 hiked 
and wild camped around our parish. Well 
done to Alice and Jack who will soon be 
setting sail on a two-day nautical 
adventure!                           Clare Powdrill 



4th Caterham 
 
Our members have loved having the 
opportunity to camp, take part in water 
sports and attend Bazzaz again this year. 
A few of them have written about their 
experiences. 

Susan Dobson, AGSL 
 

District Scouts New Forest Camp 
 
Scouts from 4th Caterham Scout Group 
went on the first District Scout Easter 
Camp to the New Forest since the start of 
the pandemic. Although only four 4th 
Caterham Scouts went (out of 27), it was 
still a fun experience over four nights! The 
New Forest was a nice countryside 
location only three hours’ drive from 
Caterham. 
 

 
Each tent group had to cater for 
themselves, starting with choosing which 
meals to cook on their own trangias from 
the menu the organisers had provided. 
They then had to buy all the ingredients 
and ensure they brought them to camp. 
OK, we did have some help from our 
parents with this bit! Some of our choices 
of food included fajitas and apple crumble, 
all cooked by us on a trangia. I would 
recommend that next time the group takes 

a mat that is not a clear mat, as they do get 
dirty and dusty. 
 

 
The days were filled with exciting activities, 
such as hikes and wide games. We did 
three hikes during the camp. They had 
outstanding nature and showed  a side of 
Britain that not many people know about 
with luscious green trees swaying in the 
wind and birds tweeting.  
 
We visited the arboretum and saw two very 
large Douglas firs, although just over half 
the size of the giant Redwood, General 
Sherman, in California. We also visited the 
local reptile reserve and saw an adder, as 
well as frogs and toads. One day we 
walked to Lyndhurst, the largest town 
nearby. We bought fudge! 
 
In the evening, after we had cooked dinner 
and cleaned up, we played wide games on 
the nearby common. Our favourite game 
was Spotlight where we had to run to 
infiltrate a base protected by the leaders 
with flashlights and won by tying a piece of 
string onto a branch near an oil lamp. 
 
After wide games, we had cocoa by the 
campfire. The fire was big and kept 
everybody warm. 
 
I think future Scouts should go on this trip 
if they can as it is a great experience to look 
after oneself and to explore a rural part of 
England. 

Piers W, Scout 



District Cub camp 
 

 
Cub camp was really fun. We got to choose 
who we slept with. The activities were also 
amazing like adventuring in the tunnels 
with no lights or with lights. The food was 
amazing like breakfast. It was cereal, 
bacon, sausages and beans. We got hot 
chocolate before bed. The campfire was 
also amazing. We did songs, some 
dancing and silly stuff! The other activities 
we did were rock climbing, tunnels, stretch 
and peg, archery, tug of war, pillow fighting, 
javelin, air rifles, low ropes, scavenger 
hunt, and we all worked as a team! 
 

Abbie W, Cub 
 

 

 
I was so excited for the Cub camp. When I 
arrived I was bouncing around. Then we all 
met up and went to unpack our things, it 
was fun. We went to get our hot chocolate, 
it was yummy with biscuits. Sleeping in a 
tent was fun. The activities were cool, my 
favourite was shooting. After we went to 
bed and woke up in the morning. We did a 
few activities and then it was time to go 
home. I was sad to go home, but it was fun.  
 

Henry V, Cub 
 



Mercers Park 
 

 
 
I am a part of Scouts and just last week we 
went to a water activity centre. We had a 
chance to learn skills we might not have 
learned anywhere else. We did paddle 
boarding, kayaking and a bit of sailing. All 
the Scouts enjoyed this experience 
together and it really helped me make more 
friends. Scouts brings together exciting 
experiences like Scoutabout, wide games 
with other Scout Groups and many more. 
Even during normal Scout meetings, you 
have the chance to learn new skills and 
earn badges, as well as life skills. 
Furthermore, you also find a sense of 
community from these team-working 
activities. 
 

 
 

In Scouts you get to go on lots of camps. In 
these camps we often play games, roast 
marshmallows on the fire and complete 
more badges to put on our uniforms. These 
camps really became a joy for me. When 
the afternoon came everyone would gather 
and collect wood for the huge fire that 
would be lit in the camp pit. As the sky 
darkened, we would sit around the 
campfire singing camp songs and the 
leaders occasionally serving hot chocolate. 
The more nights away you go on with 
Scouts, the higher your night’s away count 
becomes. I think that when you get around 
five nights away you get a badge for it. I 
really enjoy Scouts. 
 

Anna H, Scout 
 

 
 
Bazzaz 

 
I went to Bazzaz with my Beavers group. I 
enjoyed making arts and crafts, going on 
the Noah's Ark bouncy castle and the race 
course. The day was beautiful as it was 
sunny and hot. I ate some chicken popcorn 
and sweetcorn on a stick. I am looking 
forward to coming back next time! 

 
Lana B, Beaver 

 
 



 

DISTRICT DIARY 2022 
 
If there are any events you would like more details of, please speak to Tim Evans or for Young 
leader training – Pam Marshall-Jones 
 
June 
10th-12th District Scouts Bushcraft camp at 

Roverdene 
11-12th Beavers Go Wild (1st weekend) 
13th GSLs meeting, 8.00pm (Venue 

TBC) 
27th Caterham District Scouts AGM, 

8.00pm (Soper Hall) 
 
July 
1st-3rd Surrey County Scouts 

‘Scoutabout’ 
 

September 
11th Young leader modules I & J What 

did they Say? & Communicate it 
(1.00-4.45pm) 

17th Young Leaders First Aid 
Masterclass (9.00am-3.15pm) 

 First Response Course (Modules 
10A and 10B) 

23rd-25th District Cubs Canal weekend  
 

October 
7th-9th District Scouts Canal weekend

 
 
21st-23rd District Explorers Canal weekend 
30th Young leader modules G & H 

What is a Quality Programme? & 
Programme Planning (1.00-
5.00pm) 

 

November 
6th Young leader modules A & B 

Prepare for Take–off (Essentials 
and Expectations) & Taking the 
Lead (1.00-5.00pm) 

12th Young Leaders First Aid 
Masterclass (9.00am-3.15pm) 
First Response Course (Modules 
10A and 10B) 

 
December 
4th Young leader modules C & E 

That’s the Way to Do It & Game 
On (1.00-4.45pm) 

 
 
 
 
 

NEWSLETTER – JULY 2022 EDITION DEADLINE 
 

Please submit your articles for the July edition to Susan Dobson at  
Editor@Caterham-Scouts.org.uk by Wednesday 22 June.  
 
District Commissioner District Secretary 
Tim Evans Gwen Hoare 
E-mail: DC@Caterham-Scouts.org.uk   E-mail: Secretary@Caterham-Scouts.org.uk 
Tel: 01883 340680, 07956 801008 Tel: 01883 342868 
  
Newsletter Editor Local Training Administrator 
Susan Dobson Pam Marshall-Jones 
E-mail: Editor@Caterham-Scouts.org.uk E-mail: Training@Caterham-Scouts.org.uk 

 
 


